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James Cash Penney

“I would never have amounted to 
anything were it not for adversity. I was 
forced to come up the hard way - Honor, 
Confidence, Service, and Cooperation.”



Sept. 16 1875





Matt 7:12

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets.



“The Golden Rule finds no limit of 
application in business.” 

James Cash  Penney



April 14, 1902





“In setting up a business under the name 
and meaning of the Golden Rule, I was 
publicly binding myself, in my business 
relations, to a principle which had been a 
real and intimate part of my family 
upbringing. Our idea was to make money 
and build business through serving the 
community with fair dealing and honest 
value.”

James Cash Penney



1913 – 34 Stores



Proverbs 29:18

Where there is no vision, the people 
perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy 
is he.



New York City  1920, 197 Stores



October 28th , 1929
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Battle Creek Sanitarium - 1930





Hebrews 13:5-6

Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what man shall 
do unto me.



Col 3:21-24

Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be 
discouraged.

Servants, obey in all things your masters according to 
the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in 
singleness of heart, fearing God:

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men;

Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.



“Give me a stock clerk with a goal and I’ll 
give you a man who will make history. Give 
me a man with no goals and I’ll give you a 
stock clerk.”

James Cash Penney



Des Moines Iowa
- 1940
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Christian Herald 
Magazine



Bowery 
Mission
1879



Pacific 
Garden 
Mission
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Pacific 
Garden 
Mission
2007



“Do not primarily train men to work. Train 
them to serve willingly and intelligently.”

James Cash Penney



At his death in 1971, Penney, 95, left a 
1,660-store empire that he built without 
compromising the stiff principles he had 
absorbed from three generations of 
Baptist preacher ancestors. 

He neither smoked nor drank, and for 
years demanded the same conduct from 
his employees. 
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James Cash Penney

"I believe in adherence to the Golden Rule, 
faith in God and the country," he often 
said. "I would rather be known as a 
Christian than a merchant."


