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• Cultural interchange from 

east to west

• Scientific learning

• Hellenization

• Greek language

• Alexander’s death the 

Evening of June 11, 323 BC.  

He was 32 years old.









The scattering of the Jews

• They found new homes in Asia Minor, Greece,    
Egypt & Babylonia.

• It greatly influenced Jewish religious thought, 
science, art & culture.

The returning Jews

• Fought Greek Hellenization – “worldliness”

• Many saw it as an attraction. But as you would 
expect, it was bound to cause conflict and division.



• Seleucus governed Babylonia to the north and east

• Ptolemy governed Egypt to the south and west







• Pharos Lighthouse 
• Library of Alexandria
• Septuagint
• War with the Seleucids



• ~400 ft High 
• Solid Blocks of Granite and Limestone
• Completed in 246 B.C.
• Remnants Reused in 1480 A.D.





• Could have had 400,000 scrolls  
• Employed ~100 Scholars 
• Built prior to 246 B.C.













• Began ~200 B.C.  
• 70 Jewish Scholars Participated 
• Complete ~ 132 B.C.
• It was the primary Bible of the NT Era
• Differs from the Masoretic Text in several 

places



Mostly Written in the 200 years before Christ.

Books include:

• Esdras, Tobit, additions to the book of Esther, Wisdom of 
Solomon, Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)

• Judith, Baruch, Song of the Three Children, Sussana & the Three 
Elders, Bel and the Dragon, Prayer of Manasses

• I & II Maccabees

Books were not considered scripture by Catholics until the Council 
of Trent in 1563  

(Greek-Hidden or Concealed)







Ptolemy

Cassander

Seleucus

Lysimachus

Antigonus

“The one-eyed”

and the 

Dioecian Wars



Antiochus III
“the Great”

Ptolemy V

• Consolidates power in 
the Seleucid Empire

• Sends youngest son to 
Rome as hostage

• Campaign against 
Egypt 





• Hostage in Rome

• Escaped

• Campaign against Egypt 

• First revolt in Judah

Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes



• Jews could not assemble for prayer

• Observance of the Sabbath was 
forbidden

• Possession of the Scriptures was illegal

• Circumcision was illegal

• Dietary laws illegal

• Pagan sacrifices mandated



Hasmonean

kings

Old 

Testament 

completed

400 BC

Alexander

conquers

the Persian

Empire

331 BC

Maccabbee

Rebellion

167 BC

Birth of

Jesus

5-3 BC

Persian Empire

Malachi

Hellenistic Kings

➢ Ptolemies

➢ Seleucids

Rome

Alexander

the Great





Mattathias

Johanan JudasSimon Eleazer Jonathan

• Simon becomes the leader

• Judah recognized as a free state: 142 B.C.

• High Priest sold to the highest bidder





Mattathias

Johanan JudasSimon Eleazer Jonathan

John
Hyrcanus

Judah Mattathias

• John Hyrcanus becomes leader

• Samaria, Galilee & Idumea conquered

• Forced conversions of conquered peoples



• Hasidim:  “The Pious Ones”

❖Pharisees

• Hellenists:  Greek influenced

❖Sadducees



Mattathias

Johanan JudasSimon Eleazer Jonathan

John
Hyrcanus

Judah Mattathias

Salome
Alexandria

Aristobulus Alexander
Janneus

Aristobulus IIHyrcanus II



• Commissioned to clear 
the seas of piracy

• Conquests in Syria

• Conquest of Jerusalem

• Territorial arrangements



“Judas 

the Hammer’







August 9th, 48 BC

Battle of Pharsalus



Phasael

Herod

(55-43 BC) 







Parthians





March 15, 44 BC



Octavius Lepidus

Marc Antony



Phasael

Herod





(40 – 4 BC) 





“It is better to be Herod’s uV
Than to be Herod’s uioV “





Octavius Lepidus

Marc Antony



Octavius
(Caesar Augustus)

Marc Antony

September 2nd, 31 BC

Battle of  Actium



Caesarea











Zerubbabel’s Temple
Seleucid AdditionHasmonean ExpansionHerod’s Temple



Hasmonean

kings

Old 

Testament 

completed

~400 BC

Alexander

conquers

the Persian

Empire

331 BC

Maccabbee

Rebellion

167 BC

Death of 

Herod the 

Great

4 BC

Persian Empire

Malachi

Hellenistic Kings

Pompey

the Great

➢ Ptolemies
➢ Seleucids

Rome

Alexander

the Great







27BC-4AD
Augustus 54AD-68AD

Nero
Suicide

4AD-37AD
Tiberius

Absent-Hedonist

37AD-41AD
Caligula

Murdered

41AD-54AD
Claudius
Poisoned



“Luke and his books” 


