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Ephesians 5:19-20

19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;



Fanny Crosby



March 24, 1820
Putnum County, 

New York
• Frances Jane Crosby was born in what 

today is called Brewster New York.

• She was the only child of John and 
Mercy Crosby.  John was a widower 
and had a daughter from his first wife.

• At six weeks old Frances caught a cold 
and got an sever eye infection. The 
doctor’s treatment of hot poultices 
damaged her optic nerves leaving her 
completely blind. 

• In November, John Crosby died, so 
Mercy had to work to support the 
family.  



Fanny Crosby’s Home Town



Fanny Crosby’sBirthplace



Fanny Crosby’sBirthplace



1823
North Salem, 

New York
• From the time that Frances’ 

grandmother heard that her 
granddaughter was blind, she made a 
commitment.  She would become her 
eyes for her. Eunice would be her 
teacher, companion, coach, and friend.

• The small poverty-stricken family 
moved to North Salem, N.Y. where 
Eunice had been raised and Mercy 
could find work. 

• Here, just a few miles from the 
Connecticut border, she learned the 
value of love, faith, discipline, and 
persistence.  



Eunices School, Fanny’s Training Ground

Peach Pond Meeting House



Eunices School, Fanny’s Training Ground

North Salem, 1893



Eunices School, Fanny’s Training Ground



1825
New York, 
New York

• At age five, the community collected 
funds to send Fanny and her mother 
to New York to see a famous eye 
doctor.  After his examination he 
made a statement that would be 
remembered by Fanny for the rest 
of her life, “Poor Little Blind Girl.”  
Her mother was broken hearted to 
here that there was nothing he 
could do.

• For Fanny, the trip to New York was 
not sad, but a defining moment in 
her life.  This would be echoed in 
one of her first poems.  Written 
when she was eight years old.  





Proverbs 3:5-10

5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto 

thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 

paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart 

from evil.



1828
Ridgefield, 

Connecticut
• When Fanny was eight, they 

moved to Ridgefield.  Mercy had a 
position as the housekeeper for a 
wealthy widow named Mrs. 
Hawley.

• Here she would learn to love 
music.  Be taught to sing, and from 
age 10 would be taught to 
memorize five bible chapters a 
week.

• By age 15, she had memorized the 
four Gospels, the Pentateuch, 
Proverbs, The Song of Solomon, 
and many of the Psalms.  



Ridgefield, CT



Mercy and her Children

Mercy, Julia, & Caroline Morris and Fanny Crosby



Why did Fanny
Wear Sun Glasses?



1835
New York, 
New York

• When Fanny was almost 15, she was 
chosen from her county to attend the 
New York Asylum for the Blind.  Known 
today as New York Institute and School 
for the Blind. 

• Her school was the only one for the 
blind in the entire United States.  It 
would accept only one student a year 
from each county in New York State.   
When she entered NYAB it had a 
student body of 35 students.  When 
she graduated there were over 100!

• She graduated in 1843.  She would 
continue to teach at NYAB until 1858.



New York Asylum for the Blind

1860



New York Asylum for the Blind

1922



New York Asylum for the Blind



New York Asylum for the Blind



New York Asylum for the Blind
• She remained there for eight years 

as a student, and another two years 
as a graduate pupil, during this 
period she learned to play the piano, 
organ, harp, and the guitar.  She also 
received voice training and became 
a very accomplished soprano singer. 

• During her time at NYAB, she she 
published her first book of poetry.

• Fanny had opportunity to share her 
poems with those of wealth and 
those in government.  But these 
were not the most important things 
she learned here.  Death and Life 
were…



The Blind Girl - 1844



She Becomes Famous
• In 1841, New York Herald published Fanny’s poem eulogy on the death of President 

William Henry Harrison, thus beginning her literary career. Her poems were published 
frequently in The Saturday Evening Post, the Clinton Signal, the Fireman's Journal, and 
the Saturday Emporium. 

• Because of her work on behalf of the blind, in 1843 Fanny was the first woman invited to 
ever speak to U.S. Senate.  She moved all present and her poem brought tears to the eyes 
of many.  Latter that year she would speak to a joint session of Congress.

• On January 24, 1844, she again addresses a joint session of congress. She receives high 
praise from the aged past president, John Quincy Adams.  “The Blind Girl” is released 
later that year. 

• In 1845, “An Evening Hymn” based on Psalms 4:8, was her first published hymn. 

• Through the 1840s Fanny’s poems are regularly published in newspapers through out 
America.



Cholora Epedemic – April  to September1849



Cholera Epedemic -1849

Mercury



Cholera Epedemic - 1849

Opium



Salvation November 20th, 1850

13th Avenue Methodist 
Church
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#335
Redeemed, How I Love to 

Proclaim It





Student to Teacher



Student to Teacher



Fanny’s Fame Flurishes
• In 1851 she publishes her 2nd book of poetry,  Monterey and Other Poems. 

• In 1853, she completed the first of three Cantatas, The Flower Queen.

• From 1851 to 1857 Fanny in association with George F. Root, a music 
teacher at the school, wrote over 60 parlor songs.  Some with patriotic 
themes, others more fanciful for minstrel shows.  Some such as Hazel Dell, 
and Farwell Kitty Dear, and There is Music in the Air became national 
sensations.  Hazel Dell sold over 200,000 copies.

• In 1858, she published her third of four books on verse, A Wreath of 
Columbia’s Flowers. 



Matthew 12:35-37

35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth 

forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure 

bringeth forth evil things.

36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, 

they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 

shalt be condemned.



March 4, 1858
• Fanny Crosby was wed to Alexander Van 

Alstyne.  He was also blind.  Just like 
Fanny, he was first a student at NYAB and 
then an Instructor at the school.  Fanny 
always called him “Van.”

• He was quite an accomplished musician 
in his own right.  He had published pieces 
more along the lines of European Classics 
than the light-hearted music that Fanny 
was known for.

• They moved from the school to Maspeth, 
New York.  They had one daughter that 
was born in 1859 but passed away with in 
a few weeks of birth.  This loss struck Van 
horribly.  Sadly, this tragedy greatly 
damaged their marriage relationship.



Maspeth, New York



William Bradbury

• Jesus Loves Me! 
• He Leadeth Me
• Just As I Am
• My Hope is Built
• Savior Like a Shepherd
• He asks Fanny to write her first 

Sunday School Hymn in 1864.  
Over the next 32 years of her 
life, she would go on to write 
over thousands of more.

• William would pass away in 
1868.



Ira D. Sankey

• Best known for A Shelter in the 
Time of Storm, and Under His 
Wings.

• Their friendship would last though 
out the remainder of Ira’s life.

• They collaborated on many 
commercial projects as well.  They 
would write to meet specific 
requests by churches or 
businesses.

• Ira would pass away in 1906.  
Before that he lost his eye-sight 
due to glaucoma.
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#492
Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior





William Kirkpatrick

• Best known for Away in a Manger, 
Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus, and 
Will Your Anchor Hold.

• They would collaborate on 
commercial and spiritual projects 
Such as Redeemed, How I Love to 
Proclaim It.

• William was younger than Fanny.  
He would go home to glory in 
1921. 



Phoebe (Palmer) Knapp

• Was a Christian author that had a 
passion for God’s people to live 
holy and sanctified lives.

• You could say she was Fanny’s 
closest friends.

• Sitting down at the piano one day, 
Phoebe had written a tune and 
she played it for Fanny.  She asked 
Fanny, “What does this tune Say 
to You?”

• She would pass in 1908.
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#381
Blessed Assurance





William H. Doane

• Doane was an Engineer and 
Inventor.  He inherited great 
wealth from his father.

• Raised Presbyterian, he converted 
to the Baptist Faith of his mother.

• He chose a life of service and 
music and never looked back.

• He collaborated with Fanny on 
many of her most well-known 
hymns.

• Doane would pass away the same 
year as Fanny, 1915.
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#343
Rescue the Perishing





Fanny’s Missions Work

• Fanny did not just write the words Rescue the Perishing; 
she lived the words.  From 1880 onward, she lived in near 
poverty and gave away much of what she had to support 
the many mission houses in the city of New York.

• She chose to live in the same areas of the City that those 
in need did.  She helped the urban poor almost to the 
day that she died.

Water St. Mission House



Alexander VanAlstyne

• Passed away in 1902.
• Due to ill health Fanny could not 

attend.  She was beginning to 
experience issues with her heart.

• Her best friend Phoebe paid for 
the funeral.



1904
Bridgeport, 

Connecticut

• Because of her failing health, 
Fanny moved from New York to 
live with her two widowed sisters.

• She had finished her 
autobiography a year earlier in 
1903.  The book was a best seller 
and the income welcomed.

• Two years before her death, she 
would be interviewed, and a 
second more personal book was 
authored by her friend Trevena 
Jackson.  



Recommended Reading





Fanny Crosby’s Death 
February 12,1915

Mountain Grove Cemetery
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After the Summer:

George Whitefield


