
Such a Cloud of Witnesses

“Stories of American 
Christians”

Temple Baptist Church
October 16, 2022



Phil 3:14-17

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any 
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the 
same rule, let us mind the same thing.

17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as 
ye have us for an ensample.
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December 16, 1714
Gloucester, England 

• George Whitefield was born in Gloucester, England.

• He was the youngest of the seven children of Thomas 
and Mary Whitefield.

• They were the Thomas and Mary where the proprietors 
of the Bell Inn.  It was a public house that provided 
drink, food, and lodging. 

• At age 2, George’s father dies. 

• In 1722, his mother remarries.  It was a troubled 
relationship, and the marriage is ended in 1722 when 
George was eight.  



Bell Inn



Prov 29:15-18
15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself 
bringeth his mother to shame.

16 When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but 
the righteous shall see their fall.

17 Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give 
delight unto thy soul.

18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that 
keepeth the law, happy is he.



1732
Oxford, England 

• Through the benevolence and influence of a family 
friend George Whitefield is accepted to Pembroke 
College, Oxford at the age of eighteen.

• His position was known as a servitor.  This position was 
such that the person only had to pay partial tuition and 
the rest of the cost was met by working at the school.  
His experience at the Bell Inn made him and excellent 
candidate for this position.
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1729-39
The Holy Club 



John Wesley’s 20 Questions

1. Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am better than I really am? In other words, am I a 
hypocrite?

2. Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I exaggerate?
3. Do I confidentially pass on to another what was told to me in confidence? Can I be trusted?
4. Am I a slave to dress, friends, work, or habits?
5. Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying?
6. Did the Bible live in me today? Do I give it time to speak to me everyday?
7. Am I enjoying prayer?
8. When did I last speak to someone else about my faith?
9. Do I pray about the money I spend?
10. Do I get to bed on time and get up on time?
11. Do I disobey God in anything?
12. Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy?
13. Am I defeated in any part of my life?
14. Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy, or distrustful?
15. How do I spend my spare time?
16. Am I proud?
17. Do I thank God that I am not as other people, especially as the Pharisees who despised the publican?
18. Is there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, hold a resentment toward or disregard? If so, what am I doing about 

it?
19. Do I grumble or complain constantly?
20. Is Christ real to me?



1735
The Holy Club 



Henry Scougal’s Tract

Henry Scougal (1650-1678) was a Scottish 
minister, theologian, and author. Upon his 
graduation in 1665 from King’s College, 
University of Aberdeen, the 19-year-old 
was appointed professor of philosophy at 
the school. In 1673, after a one-year 
pastoral stint, he became professor of 
divinity at King’s, where he served until, 
he died of tuberculosis five years later, 
just shy of his 28th birthday.



Eph 2:8-10

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.
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A short History of Tracts

• Spurgeon

• Moody

• Billy Sunday

• Billy Graham

• Master Club, Awana, 
Young Life ect. 



Campus Chrusade For Christ – Bill Bright



Campus Chrusade For Christ – Bill Bright



The Four Spiritual Laws



How to Use Tracts



1736
Pembroke Oxford 

• Graduates from Pembroke at 21 year of 
age. He preaches his first sermon and is 
ordained as a deacon in the Church of 
England.  (Anglican)

• At age 22, Whitefield's’ preaching is 
described as electrifying to Cities of 
London and Bristol.  His notoriety and 
reputation grows through 1738 when 
John Wesley invites him to preach in 
the Colonies…we now know them as 
the United States of America.











Faiths of our Fathers



1738-40
First Trip to America

• Left England for Georgia, revivals held, 
for 5 months and later returns to 
England.

• 1739, at age 24, Whitfield is ordained as 
priest in Church of England. 

• Begins open-air preaching in 
Kingswood, Bristol, and London. 

• After doctrinal differences with the 
Wesley brothers, George chooses to 
return to America for his 2nd trip.  He 
preaches in Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, Maryland, Virginia and 
North Carolina.

• By the Grace of God, Whitefield has lite 
the flame of the 1st Great Awakening.
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